Access Youth Academy
16043 Bedford Hill Rd.
San Diego, CA 92127
Tax ID: 20-5119659
Tel: 949 463 3441
accessyouthacademy.org
Staff
Renato Paiva
Executive Director
Danielle Prince
Operations Director
Cindy Sweeney
Development Associate
Shelby Coopwood
Academic Coordinator
David Norton
Squash Coach
Board of Directors
Blair L. Sadler
Chair - Past President
Rady Children’s Hospital
Greg Scherman
Vice Chair – Co-founder
The Scherman Energy Group
David Armstrong,
International Boys’ Schools
Coalition
Fernanda Coelho
Coelho Consulting
Hugh Davies
Director Emeritus, Museum of
Contemporary Art SD
Kebenesh Genna
Access Parent Representative
Human Resources, San Diego
County Sheriff’s Dept.
Kim Puloma Kamdar
Domain Associates
Henry Manice
Mighty Squirrel
Jack McGrory
La Jolla MJ Management, LLC
Robert Merritt
Retired
Kevin Munkholm
Marsh & McLennan Agency
Emily Mortimer
Cord Blood Register
Renato Paiva
Executive Director
Ana Rodriguez
Access Student Representative
Susan L. Taylor
Scripps Health
Kevin Smith
Wood, Smith, Henning &
Berman
Zachary Smith
UCSD School of Engineering
Josh Swigart
Swigart Law Group
Julie Visser
The Toft Group
Mary Walshok
Dean, UCSD Extension

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Access Youth Academy
Southeastern San Diego Academic & Athletic Community Center
Bringing Success to Scale
_______________________________________________________________________
Mission, Program, and Impact
Access Youth Academy, founded in 2006, is a continuous life-skill and workforce preparedness
program for underprivileged youth aged 12-24+ designed to foster equal access to higher education,
healthy lifestyle habits, and post-college graduation employment. To fuel success, Access uses a
combination of academic mentorship, health and wellness, community service, and leadership
training, using the sport of squash as a catalyst. To date, Access youth have achieved a 100% high
school graduation rate, a 100% college acceptance rate, and secured $8.6M in scholarship awards.
Program Expansion
In order to bring this transformative program to more underserved San Diego youth, and with the
help of a $5.5MM grant from the City of San Diego, Access Youth Academy has begun
constructing a new academic and athletic facility in southeastern San Diego. This new facility will
act as a community center by transforming a vacant lot at 704 Euclid Avenue, which we purchased
two years ago from the Jacobs Center for Community Innovation, into a vibrant, inspiring athletic
and academic facility. Completion is scheduled for June 2021.
This new location will allow Access to reach hundreds if not thousands more at-risk youths, serve
more first-generation college students, and provide community classrooms to be used for the
provision of educational, workforce preparedness, and informational services for southeast San
Diego adults and transition-age youth.
New Partnerships
Upon completion of our new southeast San Diego academic & athletic facility, Access school
partnerships will expand to include several local southeast San Diego schools. During the next two
years, Access will finalize new school partner relationships, begin recruiting students from those
schools, and transition from a small office to a fully operational facility serving approximately 50
additional students in the first year. We plan to streamline partnerships with local schools and
community organizations while gaining a clear understanding of specific community needs, which
can be addressed through the shared use of the Access facility.
Vibrant and Open Multi-Use Facility
The new two-story structure blends sports, academics, and business activities around a glass-walled
entry and open reception and lounge area. The northern wing is comprised of 20’-24’ ceilings that
shelter seven singles squash courts, one doubles court, locker rooms, showers, and restrooms. The
southern portion of the building houses two classrooms, storage, support spaces, and a large space
divided by operable partitions that contain a computer lab, college prep room, instructional space
on the ground level, and a 1,000 SF open gallery and awards space, 12 open and 2 private offices, a
large conference room, staff kitchen/break room, and restrooms on the second. A 140’ catwalk
extends from the stairwell landing through the building’s center and squash wing, serving as a
match observation deck and common area with bench seating throughout. The face of the catwalk,
viewable from the first floor, bears the embossed names of AYA graduates. The entire space opens
to a huge concrete courtyard with additional seating, viewing, and social areas alongside a 36-car
parking lot.
Open and airy, the new facility is designed to engage and inspire its users,
corresponding with Access Youth Academy’s mission.
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